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Athens.
Take :i look at the Athens of to-|
It Ii4 here unuer the rocky Aeropo- jIts. ruled with lind surrounded bj

ruins. Nevertheless, it is the brightest \
gayest and busiest oity of tlie Near I
linst. it has some of the most ele-
u;uit homes <>f the world: its marble
buildings vie with those of the best
eitles "f Kurope, and Its stores art
lull of line goods. Tlie town grows
is fast as blackberry hushes on top
>t" th> Rluc tiidge. About tifty years
ago it had something like 1O.U00 peo¬
ple, who dwelt in 300 miserable houses
To-day it ha= almost 200,000, and
among them are Greek millionaires,
who have made fortunes in Alexandria,
Cairo, Constantinople and other centres
about the Mediterranean isea. It is
tiic aim of the Greek to come to
Athens to die. and (lie rich firing their
savings and live here in luxury. They
spend so much thru the linest of every¬
thing ma;.- he bought in the stores,
mi,i the cost of liv ing is about as high
:i- anywhere else in the world.

\ Look Over AI liens.
I climbed the Acropolis yesterday

aiid took a view of the city. The
Acropolis is a hill of rose-colored lime¬
stone, which rises to a height of two
or three hundred feet out of the plafcn
upon which Athens stands.

It is tight on the edge of the town,
and from tin Parthenon, on its top.
you ;>:i see the whole city. Your tlrst
glance shows ;i Hat plain of grayish-white buildings, the chief of which is
the palace, a three-story structure of
marble, surrounded by trees. Farther
over are the parliament building and
museums and schools, and scattered
about tlie outskirts arc the massive
ruins of ancient temples, such as that

of Jupiter Olympus and Theseus, and
also the new stadium, which whs
erected by an Alexandrian-Greek mil¬
lionaire named Averof. It is now
being repaired and rcpolished, and I
am told that its cost altogether lias
been about $S00,000.
As I look el user at the buildings l»e-

low me 1 can pick otit the details. The
city is cut up by street:- which cross
each other at right angles, except at
the centre, where they go in and uut
like the pathways of Rosamond's
bower. The heart of the town is right
at Constitution Square, in front of the
palaces. There the car lines converge
and from there go off the chief bus-jInoss Streets. To the left of the!
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ATHENS J N I5H1. THE ACROl'OLIS IS THE 1111,1, i> THE CENTRE.
I palaces are many beautiful homes, andj to the nin th of It aro the chief publicbuildings, including the university,
the library, the National Museum
and the Academy of Sciences. The
main part « the town is made up
of buildings of much the same
height. They are painted yellow
rose pink, sky blue and oth'ci
gay colors, and their roofs tire oi
pray or red tiles. There are no sky¬
scrapers and no great church spires, as
in the oilier .Hies of Furopo. Here
and there the bim- dome of a Russian
church may hi- seen, and occasionallyrising out > f a garden a clump of tall
cypress trees of dark green. But little
manufacturing Is done, and I can count
the smokestacks on my lingers.

A Ride Though Athens.
But let us get down and take a

ride through the streets. We can goseveral miles on the tramway for a
fare of 2 cents. We pans over the
ground whore Diogenes went with hislantern hunting an honest man and jthrough the streets which Alclbiades |traversed in hir. seven-horse chariot. |j Wo can take the steam tram and godown to the seaport of Piraeus, or we
can ride out to e slopes of Lykabettos
or to the Areopogus, the high rockycliff upon which St. Paul stood whenhe preached his sermon to theAthenians.
The streets in Athens are wide andwel] paved, and many are covered withasphalt. There is h macadamized road

as good as any in Central Park, lend-!Ing down to the Piraeus, and this is]n'«\v being planted with trees,The main part of the city is com-pactly built nhd the business buildings'are four and Hve stories. The shopshave plate-glass windows, and the bestof them are devoted to dry goods,fancy millinery, jewelry and other suchthings. The shopping hour is from äto 7 every even.ng. at which time thestreets are thronged with fashion¬able women.

Shrewd Uii.NlitcsM .Men.
I have spent some tithe in the .storestalking with the merchants and look¬ing at their establishments. TrieCreeks understand how to do busi¬ness. They are smart traders, theircharacter being well expressed by a jsaying which is current throughoutthe Orient. It reads: "From theGreeks of Athens, from the .lews ofSaloniki, and from the Armenianseverywhere; good Lord deliver us!" Itis said in the near Fast that one Creekis equal to two .lews, and. although the.Tews are scattered throughout other jparts of the Mediterranean, you wilt!tlnd none In Athens. The storekeepers!have no fixed prices and you bnrgaln jfor everything. You must dicker with {your doctor, butcher and baker, andeven with your druggist. There arc!ii" price marks in the average store

or, if so. the bargaining is done allthe same.
The < ntc* tit AthrUN.A great many of the people live infl;Ms and dine at the cafes and res¬taurants. Rents are high and nouses

are taxed ."> per cent, on the rental. Itne lives In hi« own house hft has to Jpay a percentage on the rent it would]probably bring. The cafes are good. IThey uro full <.! people afternoon andevening, and many of them ko.V.) openall night. At those about tin I'iace.Ido hi Constitution you ma;. ;-ee men.hatting as late as Ü o'clock in thej morning. There are also dairy lunch!rooms, where a breakfast, consisting!of cg«s, rolls and butter may he hat;.t low cost; and afternoon, tea rooms!near the palacu and otherwheres. Asto hotels. Athene jias ;, dozen of fairlygoo.) ones at which tourists can stop,nhd there are a score more which arenot bad; At iho best house-; the ratesarc from ;J; to J a day, on the Ameri¬can plan; or you can pay for you irooms :ux! order what you please al jfixed prices per meal or per dish |Many of the native hotels let rooms |without meals, .111 u there arc boarding.I bouses where one can get iiccommö-I dations from $liDli to 5'.' per day.\ < ,»f PftllllelHIIN.Athens is a city of politicians. KvcryI modern Greek i- a.statesman, and Hiej average man v. ill ssttle the greatestquestions .>:" the world off-hand. Th*chief places for political discussionare about the cafes. There are a halfdozen news journals, and earth mailreads his paper as he sips his coffee. |j The papers ate printed in the j-ann-I characters that you find in the Greok! clarslcs, the modern Greek language !j being much like that of ancient Gre.-ce.Indeed, 1 rind that I can get alongwith a phrase book, I can read th\i Jpapers, and can even .'.....cover the)points of seine of the joke:« in ihn<:"iuic periodicals. Just now the chi-.f '

talk is about the New Turkey, and as
to what place it will hold in this part
of the world. Most of the people here,
think that it will be largely Intlnenc-
ed by the Greeks who live in Constan¬
tinople, Smyrna and other cities of the
Levant. They say that a new Greek
empire will sonic day arise, and that
Its capital will be Constantinople. To-
Jay the Greeks are the chief bankers,
fnercliants and other business men of
the capita] of the sultan. They have
monopolized the trade of that country.
4iid the Turks cannot do without
'.hem. They have had to work quietly
ind secretly, but with the new regime
they expect to hold a high place in the
empire and to openly be the moving
power in all things financial.

Said Count Mercati, one of the lead
tug officials of the court here, to me
the other day:
"The modern Greek Is the strongestelement in tho Orlont He does more

business than the representative of
any other eastern nation. He is pre¬dominant in Cairo and Alexandria; and
In every port of the Red Sett. He is
the financier of Palestine and Syria,
and his colonies are found as far north
as Khartum, where Lord Kitchener
said that the Greeks aided him greatly
in bringing order out of the chaos of
the Sottdnn. Turkey alone has four or
i.e.- million Greeks."
Hut let me tell you something of the

government of :bis little country. The
Greeks have a king, but bo Is merely a
figurehead, und a foreigner. They do
not allow him to have anything to;
say about politics, and King Georgeunderstands this and keeps out.
It was different with Otto of Bavaria,
who was king before Ceorge Otto med¬
dled with public suestions and this
caused bis expulsion. The Greeks toll
me that they believe in a perfect equ¬
ality among themselves, and they could
not have this if they had a Greek
king. Therefore they huve chosen aDane for the throne.

The Creek Parliament-
The chief business of Greece is done
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methods.
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Where the Greek Parliament mcctn.
Every modern Greek la a «tntcuniua.

In the parliament. This Is different
from our Congress in that there is only
one liotise, known as the .boule. This
has 235 members, one being elected for
every 12.000 inhabitants. The kingdom
is divided into seventy-one dictrlets
and the congressmen are elected by
districts. The elections are usually
held vipon Sundays, the ballot boxes be¬
ing kept in the churches. In Athens the
chief voting place is the cathedral,
the ballot boxes being arranged in a
row along on*e side of it. The boxes
are so fixed that only one man can
pass through to vote at one time. Tht
box i3 a foot square, with a pipe holein its top about big enough to admit
the arm of a man. This runs down Into
the middle of the box. whore it meets
a partition, which divides the box inhalf; On one side of the partition go the
affirmative ballots, and on the other
the negative. The ballots are buckshot,
and the voter, having put his hand downinto the pipe, drops his bullet for
or against the candidate as he pleases,without the possibility of any oneknowing Just how he votes. Each voteris given only as many buckshot as there
are candidates, and the judge seesthat he has only a single ball inibis harnl when he p»?ts it into the pipeof the box. There are also other moansof preventing frauds In electaons,and each candidate Is usually pres¬ent to look out for his rights.
The term of the members of par¬liament Is four years and they re¬

ceive salaries of about $300 or ?lön persession. They are allowed free passeson I he railways.
Parliament makes all the laws and

votes all the money to run the gov¬ernment. It is ruled by a speaker, whoIs elected by ballot. The new rncm-hers are sworn in by a priest and arcsprinkled with holy water during the
ceremony. At one session not longago some members grew angry and
a scu'fle ensued, during which an inkbottle was thrown Into the holy waterbasin, discoloring the fluid provided forthe opening ceremony. Upon anotheroccasion the speaker of the house,fearing adverse legislation, locked thedoors and refused to let the oppositionin. whereupon a locksmith was calledand the speaker shoved out of the way,I am told that considerable lobbyingis done and that a great deal of moneyis spent on elections. The candidateshave to treat the voters and one ofthem recently said that his election
expenses averaged about $n per voter, a
rate much less than that of Adams
county, Ohio. rme way of the con¬
ciliating the public is by acting as god¬father to babies, and it Is said, that
one statesman here has n thousand
godchildren- A change of administra¬
tion means a change of offices. The ap-pnlntmciits ar>- made on thr- old .faek-s'orilan theory, "To the victors belong
the spoils."
When a new government is elected

the obi clerks have to leave, and this
Is so of school teachers and college
professors, as weil as of the librarians
and officers of tho museums.

t'rom Athens to Pari* by fiail.
¦lust now one of the questions which

Is agitating the Creeks is the build¬
ing of a railroad to connect the system
here with the line which runs frotn
Paris to Constantinople. Greece has
in the neighborhood of nine hundred
miles of railroads. It hits some which
go to the northern boundary and which
by an extension of less than sixty
miles could be joined to the great Paris!
trunk line. I am told it would not,
cost more than $8,000,000 to make the
extension, and that both the great
powers of Europe änd tho sultan have
approved of It's construction. It Is de¬
layed, however, for fear of militarytroubles. When it Is completed it willhave a great influence upon Greece. Itwill probably change the through ras'
route to India, which now goes byItaly and Brindisi, to this road to thePiraeus. The mails will go that wayand the passenger travel as well. The
people arc excited over the possibili¬ties, and the money for building thelino could probably be raised withoutdifficulty.

Chances for Amerlenn Trnde.
In the operation of this road thereIs no reason why American locomotivesshould not be used. The country Ismountainous, and our railroad engines

are said to be the best for such regions.Americans are popular here, and itmight pay our locomotive companiesto investigate the situation.
Speaking of American machinery, i

am told that the people nre beginningto use it. American sewing machines-
are popular and our bicycles bring thehighest prices. 1 see some Americanrevolvers and also arms made by thoGermans to imitate American arms andsold as stich. As to agricultural ma*chines, the farms are small and the
most of the implements nre similar t*>those of the days of Herodotus.

IVufcrtrnrk" for Afheos.Other openings might be found insupplying Athens with wafer. Thecity often suffers from drought, and asIt Is now. it is about the dustiest townof the Orient. The streets are maca¬damized, and the roads grind the metal!to powder. The soil .is thin and thedust Is a white flour which permriieate^everything. It covers your boots tostich an extent that you have to havethem blacked several times every day.and this has caused Athens to have
more bootblacks than any orher town
of its size in the world. The water
now comes from a reservoir on Mount
Dykabettos, but the supply is not.sufficient, and they nre now talking of
utilizing the falls of the Styx, which
are a long distance away, the scheme
proposing an expenditure to something
like $1,000,000.

The Draining of t.nkc Ivnpaln.
Another enterprise which Is already

tinder way and largely successful is
the draining of Dake Kopaie, the larg¬
est lake in Greece. This lako lies in
the mountains some distance north-

No. 241 (cut)
Batfate
$2.00

No. 242
Couti)
$2.00

Parisian
Dressmakers
insist upon the corset they know i
to be the most correct in Parisian
Corsetry, the best adapted to
bring out the season's modish
lines of the Parisian figure. They
know that the correct corset means
their success. Without it their skill
is of no account. So do the best
American dressmakers insist upon

knowing them to be the authority in
fashion for the American figure, know-
ing that they produce smart effects not
to be obtained by any other corsets.

Try an American Lady Corset. You
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east of Athens. It lias usually con¬
tained no water except in winter, when
there was a depth of about thirteen
feet. Jn the summer it was almost
dried up. and Ii seemed to have n sub¬
terranean outlet to the sea. About
twenty-six years a pro n French com¬
pany conceived *!ir idea of reclaiming
the land, and it spent about two and
one-half million dollars on a canal and
tunnel through one of the mountains.
It had gotten the rough work clone
when Its money ran out, ami It went
into the hands of a receiver. A Scot-

I tlsh company then took up the con¬
cession, and now. after twenty-three
years, it lias about G5.000 acres of land
ready for farms.
During my stay In Athens I have

ea'lrcd upon the manager of the com¬
pany, Mr. J, P». Steele, and had a talk
with him about .the undertaking. Me
tells me that the draining was done by
making a girdle canal around the basin
where the lake lay to catch the waters
of the rivers and to prevent them en¬
tering it. This girdle was twenty
miles long and it joined a cutting in
the mountain of two miles by a tun-
ne). which was twenty-tive feet high,
sixteen feet wide and three thousandI feet long. After leaving the tunnel
the water passes through another lake
and on into a second tunnel and thenco
on to the ocean.

Mr. Steele says that tho soil of tho

lake basin is rich. It contains the
earth washings of centuries, ami will
raise two crops a year. Sonic of t In¬
land will be irrigate/! and a great deal

j of It has been leased out to the peas¬
ants In small holdings, ranging in
sibe froth ten to a hundred acres The
eompnn> has already about seven thou-
sand acres under cultivation, and also
paatui-e lands in which are large droves
of cattle He tells me it ia Its i lea to
employ the latest of agricultural In¬
ventions, but so far it has found most
of them unfitted to the soil. This fa
especially so of bur heavy harvesters
and reapers, and as It is now the most
of the wheat "and other grain is cut
with the sickle.
Oone feature of tins reclamation

scheme Is the peaty soil of the centre
of the lake. This burns easily, and
within the past few months the man¬
agement has bad great trouble from
fires started there. These have burnt
idown the soil so that the level of th<jeartn has dropped over »ix feet, doingI serious damage to the canals, cut for a
j higher level. The peasants Und that
tire burninc peat leaves a coat of ashesj upon which they can sow their grain
and grow rich crops without much
cultivation They are. therefore, inter*
ested in having the burning go on.
(Copyright, 1011. by Prank G. Carpen¬

ter.)

VLiL send a man right up to take the measurements.
I'll order the sash by telephone."

The carpenter frequcntty gets an order overthe telephone.maybe it's for storm windows; the roof
leaks, or other repairs are needed at the family residence.

It's the man with the telephone who gets the order.
The local and long distance Bell Telephone Service

enables the business man to fill rush orders.

You should have a Bell Telephone.
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